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Dear Families, 
Welcome 

 
I just wanted to take a minute to introduce myself as your child’s new Reception teacher and welcome you all to our class here at 
Easington C of E Primary School. 
 
My name is Ms Lilley and I’ve been an Early Years teacher since 1997. I have taught in many places such as New Zealand, 3 states in 
Australia, North Devon and the North-East Coast of England. I have a son called James and a fish called Lightening! I like to cycle and I 
love to travel. It has been lovely to meet you all and I look forward to working in partnership with you during the following academic 
year. 
 
We welcome Mrs Wary and Mrs Kirkwood as reception TA support. 
 
Just to share a few housekeeping notes with you… 

 We start our day at 8.55. The bell will ring and children are expected to line up quietly in the Green Multi Games  Area (or 

MUGA for short) in front of their teacher. Teachers will then walk children into school. 

 We finish our day at 3.20 on Mon, Tue, Wed and Thur. On Fridays, we finish at 2.30. The EY team will walk the children though 

our outdoor garden area and meet parents on the playground. Safeguarding is our first priority and we respectfully ask parents 

to be patient at this time. The children will be in a line along the blue railing, staff will then locate families on the playground 

(when it’s your childs turn give staff a little wave, this would be really helpful ), then staff will send your child over to you in a 

calm and safe manner. Thank you in advance for helping to keep our children safe at home time. 

 P.E. is Monday morning. P.E. kit stays in school in the children’s lockers until half term. It will then come home to be washed. 

Please ensure that every piece of PE kit (and uniform) has your child’s name on it.  

 Please provide a daily water bottle for your child. We encourage water, not juice. Please write your child’s name on the bottle. 

 If you could provide a pair of wellies and a rain coat with your child’s name on that will stay in your child’s locker during their 

reception year would be great. Using the outside garden classroom for learning opportunities is a large part of our program. 

 Every Monday we ask for a £1 donation towards our snack fund. Many thanks for your support with this. 

 Shared reading is for 10 mins Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morning from 9.00- 9.10. Families are welcome to stay, 

settle their child and share a picture book before leaving to start the day  

 Daily home reading books will be shared with children to take home when your child is developmentally ready to start reading 

2 and 3 letter words. 

 Weekly library will begin once we have a volunteer to come into school once a week on a morning or afternoon to choose 

books with children. If you feel you have the time or another family member has the time to come in and help support our 

youngest children with this please let me know we would love to hear from you  

 Learning letters will start to come home each week. This is a letter that shares with families the skills that we are teaching that 

week in many areas of learning. You may wish to choose to work on those skills at home with your child working in partnership 

with school  the learning letter will also share with family’s conversations and the work that children are undertaking in the 

garden classroom and from observations made during children’s child initiated play, which we call Investigations. 

 Observations of your child’s ‘learning through play’ will be shared with you through-out the year with the opportunity for you 

to add your comments through the Families Voice section, then return back to school to be placed in your child’s Learning 

Journal. 

 Stay and Play – Each month our school newsletter will provide details of Family Friday. This is an opportunity for families to 

come into school to work alongside their child. In Reception, we call this ‘Stay and Play’ and welcome families to come and play 

alongside their child from 9.00-10.00.  

 On Monday mornings, I (Ms Lilley) will not be in school this is my planning time and I join the children after lunch. PE is taught 

by another member of staff during this time  

If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to ask a member of the Early Years Team. 
You can also contact me via the school office - Tel 0191 5270259 or email easingtonce@durhamlearning.net. 
 
Warmest regards,  
Ms Lilley and the EY Team. 
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