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Autumn Term 2017 
 
Dear families, 
 
Welcome to year one! We have an exciting term ahead with a lot of learning linked to the question ‘how does weather 
affect animals and humans?’ In Geography, we will be identifying daily weather patterns and discussing the dangers of 
adverse weather. 
 
In science we will be learning about the seasons. We will be observing changes and identifying how these changes 
affect animals and humans. 
 
Our history topic is the Gunpowder Plot. We will be learning about life in 1605, discussing the sequence of events and 
identifying the significant people involved.  
 
Art and Design Technology work will be linked to weather, seasons and the Gunpowder Plot. 
In RE, the children will be learning why the church is important to Christians and why we have a Harvest festival. In the 
second half of the Autumn term, we will investigate why gifts are given at Christmas. 
 
PE lessons will be on Monday and Thursday afternoon. However, can you please ensure children have PE kit in school 
at all times. In PE, the children will continue to master a range of skills and apply these skills to different activities and 
team games.  
 
There will be daily phonics learning in addition to a daily mathematics and literacy lesson. Your child will be completing 
a phonics screening check this year and you can find out more about this at our parents phonics meeting on Thursday 
5th October - please check our newsletter for more details. 
 
Please find attached information on homework and what to expect in year one. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to meeting you all in due course. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Miss Wiseman  
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What to expect in year one 

 
Reading  
Reading is assessed in two ways, your ability to read words (phonics and recognising tricky words) and your 
understanding of the text you are reading. Your child will be assessed on their current reading ability and 
placed in to a guided reading group based on ‘best fit’. This might mean your child is reading a book that is 
easier than they have read previously in order to ‘fit’ into a group. The reason behind this is that it allows all 
children to participate in group discussion and show their understanding of the text. Children within year 
one are showing their ability to read words every day through the daily phonics activities so it is more 
important to assess understanding during reading time. If a child is in between groups, it is more likely they 
will be moved into the group below their level rather than move them to the group above, which could 
damage their confidence. Please do not worry if you feel that your child’s guided reading book is too easy, 
they are being challenged within school through other reading activities. 
 
Your child may also be working on the reading programme Lexia. If your child has already worked on Lexia in 
Reception, they will be reassessed at the beginning of year one and this may result in them having to recap 
some levels of Lexia. Log in details for Lexia will be sent home in due course. Children can work on Lexia at 
home but it is designed for the child to be able to work independently. Please do not help your child with 
any reading or spelling of words as it could impact on their learning. The only time children may need adult 
help at home is if they are unsure about vocabulary. For example, a child once needed to match the word 
clam to a picture of a clam but did not know what a clam was. I will be checking on progress and providing 
any other support where needed. 
 
Writing 
Year one begins with children being asked to construct simple sentences and we progress on to writing short 
stories. Towards the end of year one we move on to other types of writing such as poems and recounts.  
 
Fine motor skills are very important for children to have good control of a pencil and be able to improve 
their handwriting. Some activities you could do at home that improve fine motor skills are sewing, weaving, 
threading beads, colouring in and cutting.  
 
Maths 
Our school is following the mastery approach to maths, which aims for children to have a deeper 
understanding in all areas of maths. Children will be asked to explain their answers and solve problems. 
 
Some things you could do at home to support your child in their maths learning are: 
- practise forming numbers the correct way (it is very common at this age to see digits back to front) 
- count objects around the home.  
- practise ordering numbers to 20 forwards and backwards.  
- Cbeebies program ‘numberblocks’ can help children’s understanding of small numbers and the different 
ways these numbers can be made (e.g. The number 5 can be 1 and 4 but can also be 2 and 3) 
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Homework for Year 1 
 

 Mathematics / Literacy – There will be one piece of mathematics or literacy homework on a 

Wednesday, which is to be completed for the following Monday.  

 Spellings – There will be weekly spellings, which will be sent home on a Monday for the children to 

learn in preparation for a spelling test on a Friday. The spelling sheets do not need to be returned to 

school. 

 Reading –Whenever a book is sent home there will be a Reading Record, which will state the date 

that the book needs to be returned. Please leave a small comment or a signature to confirm your 

child has completed their home reading. 

 Phonics – The phonics programme moves through sounds very quickly so the children will receive 

phonics homework sheets most nights to help them remember the sound they have been working on 

that day.  

Although this may seem like a lot of homework for year one, the phonics homework sheet should 
take no more than five minutes to complete. These sheets do not need to be returned to school and 
if you don’t have time to complete the sheet you could ask your child to think of words with the 
sound in without recording them. You could make this into a game by seeing who can come up with 
the most words that include that sound. However be careful that you are using words with the sound 
and not the spelling. For example if the sound is ‘ow’ as in ‘cow’ you cannot use the word ‘snow’ as 
‘ow’ is making a different sound in this word.  
 

Thank you to all family members for your anticipated help with homework. 
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